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human–animal dichotomy. Humans are 
a species within the animal kingdom. 
The study of the chimpanzee 
mind might provide a good bridge 
connecting humans to the rest of 
the organisms with whom we share 
this planet.
What would you like to do in 
future? I have learned a lot from 
chimpanzees. I feel that it is now 
my turn to work for them. Over the 
years, I have come to realise that 
the laboratory study of nonhuman 
animals should be accompanied by 
considerations of animal welfare, 
while field studies should go hand in 
hand with wildlife conservation. We 
are facing problems both in Japan and 
in Africa. There are 348 chimpanzees 
in Japan at present. Among them, 72 
are ex-biomedical research subjects. 
At the end of 2006, a collaborative 
effort completely put a stop to the 
use of chimpanzees for invasive 
biomedical research in Japan. While 
this is good news, it also means that 
we must now find a way to continue 
caring for these chimpanzees. To 
solve the problem, we created the first 
chimpanzee sanctuary in Japan. We 
also founded the Wildlife Research 
Center of Kyoto University in 2008 to 
look after the endangered species, 
including the sanctuary chimpanzees, 
in collaboration with zoos and 
aquariums. 
In Africa, the size of the Bossou 
chimpanzee community has dropped 
to 13 individuals following a flu-like 
epidemic in 2003. We have  
already started the ‘Green corridor’ 
project — a scheme of planting trees in 
the savanna that separates the Bossou 
community from the neighboring 
communities of Mont Nimba, a World 
Natural Heritage site. Mont Nimba 
itself is facing a serious threat from 
iron ore mining. Throughout Africa, 
chimpanzee lives are being threatened 
by deforestation, poaching and bush-
meat trade, and contagious disease: 
all direct results of human activity. It is 
not easy to find the ultimate solution 
for a harmonious coexistence between 
humans and other organisms. I want to 
keep things simple — to make my own 
efforts based on my place in the world. 
Step by step, every single day can 
make a change.
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create the sort of intense thinking 
and activity that gave rise to 
major breakthroughs such as the 
decoding of the human genome.”
The house was built between 
1719 and 1723 for the Chester 
family but has passed through 
many owners since and stands 
on the site of an earlier Jacobean 
house. In the last century it 
was bought by the second Earl 
Beatty, whose father was a naval 
commander and First Sea Lord. 
The house displayed a Jacobean 
Room, containing fragments of 
the original 16th century house. 
The Kavli Foundation will use 
the centre as its European home, 
hosting a programme of its own 
events there.
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The Royal Society, the UK’s 
national academy of science, has 
acquired a mansion to celebrate 
350 years since its foundation next 
year. Chicheley Hall, 80 kilometres 
north of its London headquarters, 
will be home to an expanded 
programme of meetings currently 
held in central London.
The house has been bought for 
£6.5 million with help from the 
Kavli Foundation, which will be 
contributing further funds to help 
convert the house and outbuildings 
to a conference centre.
“The Kavli Royal Society Centre 
will gather some of the world’s 
greatest scientific minds,” says 
Stephen Cox, executive secretary 
at the Royal Society. “In bringing 
these people together in a 
New life: The Grade 1 listed Chicheley Hall has been bought by the Royal Society and 
Kavli Foundation as a new base for residential conferences outside London. (Photo: Royal 
Society.)
